
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Welcome to the class of January 2012! 

New Students 

We have had such a wonderful beginning to 2012 with 13 very excited 

students starting the AIP, some coming from as far as Pretoria and Paarl. We 

wish them all the very best and hope they all grow to their full potential.   
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Awards 

Congratulations to the Living Link and 
Ingrid Menzel who received an Inseta 
Award - “Finalist National Disability 
Champion Award 2011”. We also 
celebrate Kelebogile Mathonsi who 
received,”Finalist National Disability 
Women Award 2011” from the Inseta. 
Well done to Bryan Greig & Nathan 
Clark who received long service 
awards from Milpark Netcare.  

Philip Donges has been awarded the 
quarterly award for” Carer of the 
Month” at Waterfall Hospital, well done!  

 

Thank you’s 

The Living Link would like to say heart felt thank you’s to all organisations and individuals who kindly sponsored us in 

2011: Deutz Dieselpower, Xstrata, Sparrow Schools, Radio Today, The Nomads, Ernst & Young, NLDTF, Spar, 

Trainiac, Elegant Decor, Mike Tippett, DJ Luis, Belinda Lines, Frame Biz, and many others. 

Staff news 

It was a very sad end to 2011, saying farewell to Frank Malatse, our formidable job 

coach. Frank had been with The Living Link for many years, and has decided to explore 

other career opportunities – students and employers alike will miss him - we wish Frank 

all the best! 

We also welcome in 2012 Yvette Bowden as a new trainer, Colleen Neuse our new job 

coach, Hellen Matlala our office manager while Joanne is on maternity leave. Lisa Ward 

joined us last year in November as The Living Link’s fundraiser.  

We congratulate Joanne on the birth of her daughter, Stacey on Friday 20
th
 January. 

 

2011 Gala Dinner 

The Living Link’s Annual Gala Dinner was held on the 25th November 2011 and was a huge success, the venue looked 

spectacular & we say a big thank you especially to Joanne and her team for all their hard work, they truly made the 

night “Magical”. Thank you to everyone who attended and to those who were involved in making the evening such a 

wonderful night. 

Ingrid receiving her award from the 

deputy minister. Yvette, Colleen, Hellen, and Lisa 



 

  

The Living Link’s New Arrival 

Stanley, our MD was a very proud parent 

when he arrived at The Living Link in 

November with his new “child” – our new 

Living Link bus!  

The bus will be put to good use 

transporting our students to and from 

outings and has already been used last 

year for the Independent Living Tour 2011.  

The bus is clearly branded so everyone can 

see us “on the move”! 

What can YOU do? 

If there is anything that you wish 
to get involved with, or if you 
even have some ideas of your 
own that you think could truly 
benefit The Living Link, please 
don’t hesitate to give us a call, a 
visit, or an email. We would 
sincerely appreciate your input 
and would like to express our 
gratitude towards all those that 
have been involved thus far.  

We are also continuously 
looking for prizes (Big and 
Small) for the end of year 
student tour and the Gala 
dinner.  If you would like to 
donate anything please contact 
Lisa or Hellen in the office.  

If you know of any organisations 
who could provide supported 
employment for our members or 
who would be prepared to 
sponsor-a-student please 
contact us. 

Employment 

We are very happy for the 
students and members below 
who have been placed in 
positions of employment this 
year. They have worked very 
hard. We congratulate them and 
our employment department on 
this success. 

Tsepi Mofokeng – Security, 

Pratleys 

Sean Hopwood – Admin, Orico 

Sean Olsen – Mailroom Room, 

Indwe 

Michael Ford – Porter, Netcare 

Sunninghill 

Gareth Margo – Admin, Netcare 

Sunninghill 

Sarah Turner – Admin, Netcare 

Sunninghill 

Mahlane Manchidi – Pharmacy 

stock clerk, Netcare Sunninghill 

Pieter van der Merwe – JHB Zoo 

Eugene Burford –JHB Zoo 

 

Job sampling 

The 2011 June intake is in the 
middle of their job sampling 
section of their year and everyone 
is doing exceptionally well and 
enjoying the experience. The 
student’s punctuality and dress 
code have generally been good. 

Job Sampling is the short-term 
placement of the intellectually 
impaired adult in a company. The 
purpose of which is to offer the 
individual the opportunity to 
experience different types of jobs 
and the realities of work. Onsite 
training is provided to the 
individual, the employer and the 
co-workers. The two sites 
currently being used are Ernst & 
Young and the Johannesburg 
Zoo. 

Thank you to both organisations 
for their on-going support. 

 

Independent living 

Please be reminded that we still 

have two cottages at The Living 

Link Village available for rent, for 

more information please contact, 

Hellen at The Living Link’s 

office. 

Stanley’s Corner – VERY IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 

We have been asked by employers, employing people who have graduated from 

The Living Link’s AIP to be members of the Living Link. This request is so that if 

there is a need for job coaching the employer has access to Living Link job 

coaches. For people living with intellectual impairments “Reasonable 

Accommodation” in the workplace is achieved through the assistance of a job 

coach. Please ensure that you pay your R750 membership fees for 2012 and if 

you are not a member anymore please re-join so that we can assist you and your 

employer if the need should arise. 

 
Member Benefits include: 

¶ Assistance and access to job coaching in the workplace 

¶ Placed onto the data base for employment opportunities – non-members 

are excluded 

¶ Employment follow up at no charge 

¶ Newsletters (every 3 months) 

¶ Employment feedback (once a month) – phone in 

¶ Socials at reduced rates (every 2/3 months) – non-members do not 

benefit from the reduced prices 

¶ Job coaching (if a member has to pay) @ R250.00 per hour –non-

members pay R500.00 per hour 

¶ Access to The Living Link therapists and counselors 

¶ Access to independent living facilities – non-members are excluded 

¶ Access to Independent Living facilitation and support 

¶ Crisis / emergency management @ R500.00 per hour 

¶ Access to The Living Link’s network of support, interventions & 

developments for intellectually impaired 

 

 



 

ñWhats Upò at The Living Link during 2012 

The Living Link is a non-profit organisation which relies heavily on business and individual sponsorships and 

donations. We regularly organise events at The Living Link for students, their families and members which enables 

everyone to get to know each other, socialise and have a fun time. 

Below are a couple of other events and socials that will interest those that are involved with The Living Link: 

1. Belated Valentineôs Bash – Friday 2
nd

 March @ 6.00-10.00pm  

o Join us at The Living Link Village Hall for snacks and dancing. 

o Bring your own drinks and dress in red and white. 

o R30 for members and R50 for non-members 

2. Parents and members cocktails “Come Dine With Us Launch Party” – Wednesday 14 March 2012 

3. Come Dine with Us (Host a dinner party) – Saturday 5 May 2012 

4. Johannesburg Zoo Day – Saturday 2 June 2012 

5. Bingo and Soup Night at Mugg & Bean Parkhurst – Saturday 25 August 2012 

o Mugg & Bean in Parkhurst is hosting our evening, come along & enjoy the fun evening with us. 

6. Pantomime -Friday 9 November 2012 

7. Gala Dinner –Saturday 24 November 2012 

o Held at the Ernst and Young offices in Corlett Drive 

Host a get together. It can be a dinner party, picnic, braai, cocktails……whatever you choose. You prepare the 

meal, your guests pay a price for the meal as if it were served in a restaurant. The proceeds go to The Living 

Link’s Sponsor-A-Student Initiative. 

 

Anyone can take part, an individual, a company, a club. You can invite as many people as you want from 5-10 

depending on your capacity. 

The “Come Dine With Us” dinners will raise funds and awareness for The Living Link through hosting dinner parties 

simultaneously across Johannesburg. 

This event seems such an impossible task, but, with the help of 50+ party hosts, who invite 5-10 friends/colleagues 

each, we will be able to reach our target of 5000 guests. It will be amazing for us to see how many we will be able to 

get involved and make this happen. 

Our target is to find 50+ hosts in 50 venues by the 5
th
 May 2012 

 We invite you to consider being one of the “Come Dine With Us” hosts and also ask others to be a host. 

If you would like to be involved in this initiative please contact Lisa Ward, 083 300 7048/011-447 7183 

Last year’s students: We congratulate the class of Jan 2011 and wish them well for their endeavours this year. 

 

 

Fun times at the Gala Dinner 2011 

http://www.thelivinglink.co.za/social.htm

